






APRIL 1956 


Plenty to Write About 


This bulletin appeared for the first time at New 
Year, 1954, as a four-page sheet. It has grown 
since then to twice that size. It is our confident 
hope that later this year—and certainly not later 
than New Year, 1957—our little paper will have 
made another big step in its development into a 
real Baptist world periodical, with at least twice 
the material it is carrying now. 

There will be plenty to write about. Everything 
cannot be undertaken at once, but the editors will 
aim at widening the scope of the paper as it con- 
tinues to grow: 


(1) THe Baptist Wortp will naturally be the 
organ of the Alliance and carry news of events 
and personalities connected with this international 
organization. 

(2) It will bring news of happenings of wider 
interest within any Baptist body in any country. 

(3) It will bring information on matters relat- 
ing to religious liberty around the world, whether 
Baptists are directly involved or not. 

(4) From time to time THE Baptist Wor.tp 


will bring brief articles featuring a country, a 


mission, an institution, or a person, when the 
subjects are likely to create interest and inspira- 
tion in other lands. 

(5) THe Baptist Wortp hopes to serve as a 
medium for the sharing of information concerning 
the best ways to work. Baptists can profit from 
the experience of other Baptists in the use of 
methods. 

(6) THe Baptist Wortp plans to publish con- 
cise articles by Baptist leaders, emphasizing or 
clarifying Baptist principles and beliefs. 

(7) THe Baptist Wortp may, if it proves fea- 
sible, bring pungent excerpts from the Baptist 
papers in various lands. 

(8) Tue Baptist Wor p will attempt to feature 
bits of little-known Baptist history. Often the 
past can be news. How many Baptists know, for 
instance, about the important roles played by men 
like Clifford of England, Oncken of Germany, 
Pavlov of Russia, Besson of Argentina, or Doke 
of South Africa? 

Perhaps this is enough for a start. But don’t 
you agree that there is a place for THE BAPTistT 


Wortp? 
A.T.O. 
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Executive Committee to Meet in May 


The next meeting of the BWA Executive Com- 
mittee will be held May 22 and 23 in Washington, 
D.C. The sessions open at 9:30 Tuesday morning, 
the 22nd, and will be held partly in the head- 
quarters building and partly in the newly com- 
pleted First Baptist Church a few blocks away. 

Most of the participants will be from North 
America, but at least four other world areas will 
be represented by nationals. There will be two 
representatives from Africa, two from Asia, one 
from Latin America, and several from Europe. 

It is hoped that the May meeting may reach 
decisions on such questions as the place of the 
1960 Congress and the election of an associate 
secretary in Europe. 


A.T.O. 


“Now I Can Imagine .. .” 


The Rev. P. J. Nzakimwena of the Baptist Mis- 
sionary Society (British) mission at Gombe Lutete, 
Thysville, Belgian Congo, attended the BWA Con- 
gress in London in July, 1955. He was elected one 
of the three Africans on the Executive Committee. 

In a recent letter to the Alliance headquarters 
he writes, among other things: 

“Since I came back to Congo I have been busy 
traveling and speaking in several towns, villages, 
and mission stations, telling our people about our 
BWA meetings in London last year. THE Baptist 
Wortp and your letters remind me of the happy 
time we had during those meetings, and also of 
many Baptist brothers and sisters I met there. 
Now I can imagine the thousands and thousands 
of Christians in all countries who believe and 
serve our Lord. 

“And sometimes when my spirit becomes weary, 
and when I am unhappy because my work is not 
going as well as I wish, this strengthens me. 

“Your letters bring to me new life and draw me 
near to all believers, especially to my Baptist 
friends all over the world. It is true that the more 
we know about each other, the better we can 
understand each other and work together for 
Christ and his Kingdom.” 

A letter like this helps us to realize what con- 
tact with the wider Baptist fellowship may mean 
to our isolated fellow believers. ‘To quote the 
BWA Constitution, it imparts “inspiration to the 
brotherhood.” 

A.T.O. 











“To a Thousand Friends” 


This was the caption of an item in this paper 
some time ago. We are glad we have kept those 
friends, and that their number is growing. 

But the more friends we get, the more impossible 
it becomes to show them all the courtesy of send- 
ing this periodical free of charge. 

If you are not a member of the Executive Com- 
mittee, or the Women’s Committee, or the Youth 
Committee, or if you are not receiving the paper 
in your capacity as an executive of a Baptist 
Union, we do not see how we can carry you on 
our free mailing list. We really do need your sub- 
scription fee. We have kept you on our list 
hitherto, feeling sure that you would want us to 
do so. 

If one dollar matters little in your eyes, why 
not send it in? It matters to us. If on the other 
hand it does matter to you, please consider how 
much more it matters to us: A thousand friends 
actually should mean a thousand dollars! 

By the way: One of you sent us three dollars 
and three subscriptions from three friends of his. 
Thanks! If others emulate your example we just 
don’t know how many thousand more friends we 
would have in a short while. ATO. 





Know Your Youth Committee 


Latest addition to the Administrative Committee 
of the BWA Youth Committee is G. Kearnie 
Keegan, secretary of the Student Department, 
Baptist Sunday School Board, Nashville, Tennes- 
see. Born in Bunkie, Louisiana, he was reared in 
Natchitoches, Louisiana and educated in the local 
liberal arts school, Northwestern College. He ac- 
quired the master of theology degree at Southwest- 
ern Baptist Theological Seminary in 1933, and was 
honored in 1945 with a 
doctor of divinity degree 
by Howard-Payne College 
in Texas. 

Dr. Keegan has held 
pastorates in both South- 
ern and American Baptist 
Conventions. He was Sun- 
day School, Training 
Union, and Student Secre- 
tary for his home state, 
1935-37, and succeeded 
Dr. Frank H. Leavell as 
head of the Southern Con- 
vention’s student movement. He has traveled in 
Europe, the Middle East, South and Central Amer- 
ica, and Hawaii. He is a Mason and a Rotarian, 
and his areas of special study include Social 
Science, Theology, Psychology, and Journalism. 
His wife is the former Miss Marian Morgan, 
daughter of missionaries to Brazil. They have 
one daughter, Kathleen. 





R.S.D. 


An 85-Year-Old World Citizen 


The senior member of 
the BWA Youth Commit- 
tee and the BWA Execu- 
tive Committee is Dr. 
William Henry Jernagin, 
who is so well known to 
Baptist world audiences 
that none will be surprised 
to learn he has crossed the 
Atlantic Ocean nineteen 
times, the Pacific four, 
and the Caribbean once. 
A native of Mississippi, 
born in 1869, he earned a well-rounded education, 
and has been honored three times with the degree 
of doctor of divinity. Since 1926 he has been 
president of the National Sunday School and Bap. 
tist Training Union Congress, which is said to be 
the largest organized Christian youth group in the 
world, with two million members. He was superin- 
tendent of his home Sunday School, Pine Grove 
Baptist Church, Bailey, Mississippi, before he be. 
came seventeen. 

During his fifty-nine years in the ministry, he 
has held nine pastorates, three of them simul 
taneously, but since 1912 he has been pastor of 
Mt. Carmel Baptist Church in Washington, D. C. 
He and the late Mrs. Jernagin had four daughters. 
The two surviving daughters are Mrs. L. R. Adams, 
clerk of the church for thirty years, and Mrs, 
Gertrude Swancey, public schoolteacher in Wash- 
ington for twenty-five years. In 1945 Dr. Jernagin 
was married to Miss Cordelia Woolfolk, former 
Kentucky schoolteacher, and more recently claim 
adjuster of an insurance company. She is director 
of Mt. Carmel’s Baptist Training Union, and 
superintendent of the Junior Department of the 
church school. The Jernagins live at 1728 wen 
Street, N. W., Washington, D.C. 

In addition to journeys to Baptist world con 
gresses and BWA youth conferences, Dr. Jernagin 
was a member of a party of the National Baptis! 
Convention, Inc., to visit mission stations in West 
Africa in 1950, and in 1953 he made an inspection 
tour of military installations of the Far East with 
the chief of chaplains and fifteen other American 
clergymen. 

Not only has this Baptist leader held member: 
ship on the two BWA committees longer than any 
other man; in many ways he has been one 0! 
the most valuable members. His keen mind, ani! 
his kind and understanding spirit have championed, 
the just causes undertaken by the Alliance and 
constantly bettered the relationships among both 
racial and national groups. 






























R.S.D. 
Joseph Martin Dawson Honored 


The BWA home office family all participated| 
in a luncheon March 13 honoring Dr. J. M. Daw 
son, who addressed the Copenhagen congress and 
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whose wife addressed the 
Cleveland congress. It 
was the occasion of the 
unveiling of an oil portrait 
of Dr. Dawson at a meet- 
ing of the Baptist Joint 
Committee on Public Af- 
fairs in the Baptist Build- 
ing, Washington, D. C. 
Dr. Edward B. Willing- 
ham, BWA Western treas- 
wer, now a resident of 
New York City, presided. 
BWA General Secretary Arnold T. Ohrn and 





|| BWA Executive Committee member Porter Routh 


of Nashville, Tennessee, spoke in honor of Dr. 
Dawson, and Dr. William B. Lipphard of New 
York City, editor emeritus of Missions, unveiled 
the portrait, which will hang in the Committee’s 
ofice in the building. 

The Committee voted May 30, 1946, to establish 
an executive office in Washington, D. C. and elected 
Dr. Dawson to the post. He had been a moving 
spirit in the committee’s work since it was formed, 
“for the maintenance of a clear witness in public 
affairs.” He retired in 1953, and was succeeded 
by Dr. C. Emanuel Carlson. 

Although “retired” Dr. and Mrs. Dawson still 
remain active in Baptist life. During the past 
year, with extensive research, he produced a book 
entitled Baptists and the American Republic, 
which came from Broadman Press the day of the 
unveiling. 

Mrs. Dawson visited Atlanta for Christian Home 
Week in February, making two addresses and 
numerous talks each day, and returned to Wash- 
ington, D. C. for the week end for the unveiling 
of her portrait by the Dawson Bible Class of First 


| Baptist Church. 


Enjoying life again in their native state of 
Texas, they live in a home which was a gift of 
their three sons, in the city which is the home of 
their two daughters: 1706 West 32nd Street, 


Austin, Texas. 
R.S.D. 


Nuggets from a New Missionary’s 
Letter Home 


“To begin with I have become more ecumenical 
and at the same time more thoroughly denomina- 
tional. My ecumenicity came through the asso- 
ciation with men of other faiths than my own, but 
with whom I found much in common. A young 
Lutheran bound for Formosa became one of my 
closest friends; a Presbyterian going to Korea, 
another. In the most natural way we found our- 
selves meeting for prayer and Bible study. We 
have continued to pray for each other and to cor- 
respond. We agreed that free churches need to 
form as a counterpart to Catholicism and tradi- 
tional ecumenicism a great third force of Chris- 


[3] 


tians who voluntarily work together in a pure 
ecumenicity, that of the spirit. 

“Second, humility has literally been forced upon 
me. (I can hear many of my friends saying, ‘He 
sure needed that.’) Being a missionary is not 
taking a superior culture to an inferior people. It 
quite often involves witnessing to people who are 
leagues ahead of Americans in intelligence, charm, 
and virtue. I have been embarrassed to admit that 
I can converse in only one language while high- 
school students here [in Indonesia] often speak 
three or four. In'self-defense I have been furtively 
burning midnight oil, studying Shakespeare, 
simply because I am tired of bluffing my way 
through conversations which are over my head. 
Education is taken too seriously here to loaf 
through school just to get a diploma. And when 
I see the spiritual lives of some of them, I even 
get to wondering whether God is, after all, an 
American and whether His skin is white. 

“One other thing. I have learned not to confuse 
size with significance. Honestly, now, have you 
been wondering if it is not a calamitous waste of 
talent for you to be shepherding a relatively small 
group when you could be edifying the masses? 
The same logic would maintain that the sideshow 
fat man is more important than Einstein because 
he is bigger. We are spiritually fogged in if we 
fail to see the potential of the small group, be it 
like Gideon’s three hundred or the Lord’s twelve. 
This is a glorious truth but one which is not easy 
for most of us. Thank you for continuing to 
pray for us. The past two months we have seen 
some twenty-eight professions of faith. . . . God 


is doing great things here.” 
R.S.D. 


Asia 


New Baptist Church Born in Philippines 


“After a year and a half of diligent seed-sowing, 
six weeks of tent meetings have brought in rich 
harvest first-fruits in the Tuburan area located on 
the west side of northern Cebu Island,” reports 
the March 23 issue of The Standard, official organ 
of the Baptist General Conference of America 
(Swedish-American Baptists). 

In an area of 50,000 inhabitants, a church was 
formally organized in late February with the 
twenty-nine new Christians just baptized and a 
young man who had become a Christian in the 
Bible class. From the charter membership of 
thirty, three deacons, a treasurer, an assistant 
treasurer, and a secretary were elected. 

The group then voted to rent the piece of land 
on which the tent stood for 12 pesos ($6.00) a year 
and build a temporary chapel. The new believers 
and the missionaries went back into the mountains 
for building materials, and made a long procession 








through town as they carried bamboo poles for 
construction. 

“Some of these converts have been cast out of 
their homes and forsaken by families and relatives. 
Some are threatened and coerced. Most of them 
are ridiculed and scoffed at. But their very faces 
reveal the joy of the Lord,” says the missionary. 


Korean Baptists Celebrate Fifth Birthday 


When the Korea Baptist Convention holds its 
annual session April 17-20 in one of the churches 
in Pusan, prayers of thanks will be offered for 
deliverance. As Timothy Kim, secretary of the 
Korea Convention, says: “Pusan is an unforget- 
table place where our lives were saved when Com- 
munist armies were rushing down from the north. 
At that time there was no Baptist church in Pusan. 
Baptist refugees organized the first church there 
in the summer of 1951 and met in a small army 
tent. Now there are three Baptist churches and 
one preaching place, and a big modern hospital 
in which many poor people are being cured and 
saved.” 

Representatives from each church will meet dur- 
ing the Convention to organize the Young Men’s 
Brotherhood. 


Baptists Gather in Tokyo Chapel Center 


Each first and third Sunday, Baptist missionaries 
and Baptists on military duty in Japan meet for 
fellowship at 2:30 P.M. at the Chapel Center in 
Tokyo, according to Chaplain Kenneth R. Israel 
of the 2008th A.B. Squadron. 

Christian fellowship is promoted by Baptists 
at three other centers in Japan, and in other mili- 
tary bases around the world, to give Americans 
on civilian and military duty overseas an oppor- 
tunity to “touch base” spiritually. 


Australasia 


Invitation Extended to Olympic Champions 


The Olympic Games to be held in Melbourne, 
Australia, November 22-December 8, 1956, will 
attract young people and adults from all parts of 
the world. Some of these will doubtless be Bap- 
tists. 

The secretary of the Australian Baptist Young 
People’s Board, with headquarters in Melbourne, 
is eager to take advantage of whatever opportunity 
the Olympic Games may present for the advance- 
ment of Christ’s cause in the city and the country. 
“There is no doubt,” he says, “that the secular 
world will use these players to further its causes, 
and I feel that those who are Christians could 
make a lasting contribution for our Lord in 
Australia.” 

Prospective visitors to Australia are invited to 
write direct to John H. Knights, IA Parring Road, 
Balwyn, E. 8, Victoria, Australia. 





Youth Magazine Produces World Issue 


The April, 1956, number of Baptist Youth Fé. 
lowship, Australian Baptists’ Bible study and 
youth publication, which serves New Zealand and 
South Africa as well as Australia, contains intr. 
ductory articles on BWA Associate Secretary 
Robert S. Denny and Youth Committee Chairman 
Joel Sorenson. Young Baptists who attended the 
last BWA Congress report their impressions of the 
wider world fellowship in London, and of the 
youth camp at Mamhead, visits to Malta and 
Egypt, and other contacts with Baptists last year, 

Plans for the sixth Pan-Australian Baptist Youth 
Conference are shaping up, for August 28 to 
September 4, immediately before the triennial as. 
sembly of the Baptist Union of Australia. This 
meeting will bring 150 delegates together—some 
of them traveling 4,500 miles to participate—for 
a conference to introduce more effective methods 
of youth work. The meeting place is Friends 
School, Hobart, Tasmania. 

Youth leader G. R. Giles reports an unusually 
good Christmas season, with holidays and warm 
weather for the youth camps conducted by each 
of the six state Youth Departments in Australia. 
“Training in Christian living was taught and the 
claims of Christ faithfully presented,” says Mr. 
Giles. Each state has at least one camp property. 


Indonesia’s Baptist Hospital, now under con- 
struction at Kediri on Java, should be in use by 
September. Three women—a missionary doctor 
and two missionary nurses of the Southern Baptist 
Convention, U.S.A.—are assisted by six untrained 
helpers in the work of two clinics. Out of the 
medical mission service has grown two Sunday 
schools and a worship service each week. 


New Zealand Baptists have ordered 110,000 
pamphlets and 1,850 posters on stewardship and 
tithing from Southern Baptists, U.S.A. They will 
use the slogans “Every Baptist a Tither” and 
“Bring Ye All the Tithes” in their stewardship 


crusade. 
Europe 


Scottish Baptists Active in Relief Work 


The 159 Scottish Baptist churches have con- !| 
tributed £475/14/0 in response to the annual | 
appeal of the British Council of Churches for the | 
Aid-to-Refugees this year, according to the secre- 
tary of the Baptist Union of Scotland, the Rev. 
G. M. Hardie. Scottish Baptist women’s organiza- 
tions contributed £182. 

The new chairman of the Evangelistic Commit- 
tee of the Union is the Rev. George A. Young, 
minister of Adelaide Place Church, Glasgow. 
From 1924-52 he was a missionary in China under 
the Baptist Missionary Society. He is author of 
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The Living Christ in Modern China, a missionary 
classic. In 1952 he accepted the pastorate of the 
downtown church where his aggressive evangelistic 
program has revitalized the congregation. Mr. 
Young succeeds the Rev. Edward Campbell, who 
was chairman for seven years. 





Women’s Department Chairman 


Mrs. George R. Martin of Norfolk, Virginia, 
U.S.A., is a native of Hampton, Virginia. She was 
educated in local public schools and became the 
bride of George R. Martin, a Baptist layman of 
Norfolk. They have no children. As a member 
of Freemason Street 
Baptist Church of that 
city, Mrs. Martin taught 
Sunday school and led 
in all missionary activ- 
ity. In 1926 she was 
elected Virginia’s vice- 
president of Woman’s 
Missionary Union, 
Southern Baptist Con- 
vention, serving until 
1931, and again from 
1933 to 1945. She was 
Southwide Stewardship 
Chairman 1931-33. In 1945 she was elected presi- 
dent of Woman’s Missionary Union. She presided 
at the women’s conference of the seventh BWA 
Congress, Copenhagen, and in 1948 called together 
fourteen women from eleven countries to organize 
the European Baptist Women’s Union. In 1951 
the North American Baptist Women’s Union was 
organized under her leadership. Latin American, 
Australian, African, and Pacific-Island Baptist 
women have also been organized. Mrs. Martin 
lives at 4908 Powhatan Avenue, Norfolk. 





a) 





Italian Village Becoming Evangelical 


The story of how an entire village in Italy is 
becoming evangelical is told by Missionary Vir- 
ginia Wingo in the April issue of The Commission. 
Sant'Angelo lost its beloved priest by transfer 
and betrayal, and the villagers appealed to a Bap- 
tist deacon in the neighboring village, resulting in 
a service on Palm Sunday, 1955. Soon there were 
a hundred converts! 


German Leader Retires 


Dr. Jakob Meister of Berlin, president of the 
German Baptist Union, and a BWA vice-president, 
has retired as director of the house of deaconesses 
inDahlem. Dr. Meister has spent forty-three years 
in the ministry. The last twenty-one years he has 
worked in Berlin. 

With Mrs. Meister, who has been a member of 
the BWA Women’s Committee, he will move to his 
mother country of Switzerland and take up resi- 
dence at Apollostrasse 21, Zurich 7. Dr. Meister 
has been asked to remain a member of the Board 
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of the Union until the triennial national convention 
in 1957. 


Successor to Dr. Meister as president of the 
German Baptist Union is the Rev. Hans Fehr, 
pastor of the Oncken Church in Bohmkenstrasse, 
Hamburg, and director of a Diakonissenhaus 
(deaconess house). His address is Tornquist- 
strasse 50, Hamburg 19, Germany. 


Six Swedish Baptists, including BWA Youth 
Committee chairman Joel Sorenson, are spending 
the Easter season in Russia at the invitation of the 
All-Soviet Council of Evangelical Christians-Bap- 
tists. The others are Ruben Swedberg, Erik 
Ruden, Eric Strutz, Dr. Gunnar Westin, and Arvid 
Svard. 


Latin America 
Conference on Mission Strategy in Rio 


“A unique experience in work, fellowship, and 
worship” was the comment made by one of the 
fifty Southern Baptist missionaries who took part 
in the first Latin-American Missions Conference 
for representatives of the twelve Missions of the 
Foreign Mission Board in the Western Hemisphere. 
Dr. Frank K. Means, secretary for Latin America, 
conducted the conference, which was held Febru- 
ary 20-March 1. “One purpose of the meetings,” 
he said, “was to share the combined experience 
of the Latin-American Missions for the good of 
all. Discussions were frank, full, and in good 
spirit. All those present were determined to im- 
prove the quality of mission work in Latin Amer- 
ica.” 

The missionaries participating represented the 
Board’s work in the All-Spanish Baptist Publish- 
ing House in El Paso, Texas; Mexico, Guatemala- 
Honduras, Colombia, Ecuador, Peru, Chile, Argen- 
tina, Uruguay, Paraguay, Equatorial Brazil, North 
Brazil, and South Brazil. 


Ecuador, where five Christian missionaries 
from North America were killed January 8 in an 
effort to reach and evangelize the 2,000 Auca 
Indians, is a field of the Southern Baptist Con- 
vention since 1950. Three centers have been 
opened in Quito, the capital, and three in Quaya- 
quil, the seaport. The population of Ecuador is 
about 3,006,000, with only 2,000 related to evan- 
gelical churches. 


Colombian Baptists dedicated a new house of 
worship for First Church, Cali, in December, with 
1,000 attending Sunday school and 1,300 the 
evening service of consecration. Two churches 
of Bogota, the capital, baptized 64 persons during 
1955. At Ibagué, a congregation of 27 baptized 
believers expect to organize a church. 





North America 


Negro Baptists Call for Day of Prayer 


The Rev. Joseph H. Jackson, president of the 
National Baptist Convention, Inc., has announced 
a day of Prayer and Fasting for May 17, 1956, the 
second anniversary of the Supreme Court decision 
ordering desegregation of public schools. As 
quoted from The National Baptist Voice, February, 
1956, the announcement said, in part: 

“Because of the sins already committed against 
the Federal Constitution, and the courts of the 
land, and the practice of injustice of some Ameri- 
cans against their fellow Americans, .. . 

“We fast and pray that Almighty God might 
forgive us in America for sinning against the 
rights of each other, . .. and might teach us how 
to live as citizens of a great democracy and as 
children of our Father. 

“While we as Christians approve the legal 
struggle of all groups to make this country a 
better place in which to live, we call upon the 
Christians and God-fearing people of the United 
States of America, to use all of the moral and 
spiritual forces available to them to make our 
nation strong and great. 

“We shall invite all other religious groups and 
all other citizens to join with us in setting aside 
May 17, 1956, as a special day for this observance. 

“a) We will deny ourselves of the following 
for the day: 

“1) Food, drink, and all forms of amusement. 

“2) Wherever possible, we will spend the day at 
home in prayer and in Bible reading, .. . 

“b) We will close the day with a city-wide mass 
meeting. ... 

“c) We will petition the President of the United 
States of America to proclaim his approval of this 
celebration. We will ask the governors of states, 
and mayors of cities and towns to proclaim this 
day in the local community.” 

In sympathy with this action of National Bap- 
tists, the American Baptists’ Council on Christian 
Social Progress issued a call for “Self-examina- 
tion and prayer, in penitence and humility, for 
racial cleavages and animosities into which Ameri- 
cans have fallen, as represented in recent critical 
events. .. . We pray that the terrifying tensions 
may be softened and that broken relationships 
may be restored and touched with new under- 
standing. .. .” ve 

Meanwhile pledges of support, financial and 
moral, were offered in all parts of the country 
for the twenty-five Negro ministers led by the Rev. 
Martin Luther King, Jr., a Baptist, on trial for the 
boycott of bus service in Montgomery, Alabama. 


Billy Graham Welcomed Home 


Evangelist Billy Graham was the featured 
speaker at the Easter sunrise service at Walter 
Reed Army Medical Center in the nation’s capital, 


with an estimated 40,000 worshippers attending 
The service was broadcast over a nationwide hook. 
up, from 7:30 to 8 o’clock. 

A 50-minute interview with President Eisep. 
hower on March 20 was referred to by the Preg. 
dent the next day in his press conference. Ac 
cording to the New York Times Mr. Eisenhowe 
“expressed admiration for Billy Graham, becauy 
the Evangelist understands that any advance jy 
the world must be made through man’s spiritual 
nature.” 

In Chicago, en route home from the Far East, 
the Baptist evangelist addressed the Executives 
Club March 16, and the next day he was gues} } 
speaker at the Convention of Laymen of the Pres. 
byterian Church, U.S.A. In Washington, D. C.,a 
reception in the Caucus Room of the Senate, with} i 
Senator Frank Carlson of Kansas and Senator 
Price Daniel of Texas as hosts, brought 400 
guests together to welcome the American Baptist 
leader home. 

Mr. Graham told the Senators and Congressmen 
that communism is not making its greatest advance 
in Asia among the poverty-stricken masses but 
among the well-to-do intellectual classes. “Com- 
munism offers them a philosophy—and too often 
we don’t seem to offer anything but dollars,” he 
said. 


Canadians Buy Retirement Home 


Low-cost housing for elderly ministers and mis 
sionaries will be provided by Ontario-Quebec Bap- 
tists as the result of the purchase of a fourteen- 
apartment building for $106,500. The apartments 
will rent at less than half the standard rates, pro- 
viding old-age security for many who have served 
in the lower-salaried churches of the Convention. 
Western Baptists of the North American General 
Conference were pioneers in this field, providing} s 
not only a home but meals and hospital care in 
a building at Medicine Hat, Alberta, Canada. The 
Eastern group has. undertaken the first project in 
apartments. 

Canadian Baptist groups are maintaining their 
lead in per-capita giving, according to latest sur- 
veys. Baptists of Ontario-Quebec gave $66.59 each 
for all purposes in 1954-55; Baptists of Western 
Canada gave $66.19. 


Five Moslems Become Christians in U.S. 

San Jacinto Baptist Church of Amarillo, Texas, 
located near an air base where Mutual Assistance 
students from other nations are trained, recently 
received into its fellowship five men who are of 
ficers of the Iranian Air Corps and lifelong Mos- 
lems. 

Hospitality in the homes of church members, 
a special Bible class for foreign students, and 
well-planned worship services were the forms of 
Christian witness which brought these men_ into 
a knowledge of Jesus Christ that led to conversion 
and baptism. The pastor, the Rev. Nolan M. 
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is | president of Chinese Y.M.C.A. 


- | Meet a BWA Vice-President 


Lam Chi Fung (pro- 
nounced LUM) of Hong 
Kong was born in Ki- 
tyang, Kwantung Prov- 
ince, South China in 
1892, one of nine children 
of a Baptist pastor. He 
was educated in the vil- 
lage Baptist school, Swa- 
tow Kak-chiek Baptist 
School, Amoy Tungwen 
College, and Peking Union 
Medical College, and he 
was awarded the doctor ‘ 
of laws degree by rx Baptist ii lidiy 
in 1955. 

Dr. Lam is managing director of the following: 
Sze Wai & Co. (coal, rice, and general import- 
export); The Hong Kong Chiap Hua Manufac- 
tory Co., Ltd. (steel, brass, flashlight, clock and 
watch manufacturing and export business); the 
New Asia Hotel, Ltd.; The Ka Wah Bank, Ltd.; 
and Chik Fung Investments, Ltd. (real estate). 


.|He is a deacon in Stirling Road Baptist Church, 


Kowloon; chairman of United Hong Kong Bap- 
tist Churches Association; founder and director of 
Pok Ai (“brotherly love”) Village, a Christian 
refugee colony; and honorary treasurer of the 
Chinese Christian Churches Union. He served as 
in Hong Kong 
1932-34 and from 1937 till the present. 

He serves, without salary, as principal of Pui 


s} Ching Baptist Middle School with student body of 
-} 3,600; superintendent of Pooi To Baptist Girls’ 


School, with 1,700 students; chairman of the 
Board of Trustees, Munsang College, 800 students; 
and chairman of the Hong Kong Teachers’ As- 
sociation. Dr. Lam was awarded the Coronation 
Medal by Queen Elizabeth, a special award by 
President Chiang Kai-shek, and the Order of 
Dragon by the King of Annan. 

He married the former Chan Chik Ting, and the 
Lams have seven sons and two daughters, and 
seven grandchildren. They live at 7 Grampian 
Road, Kowloon, Hong Kong. 


Kennedy, conceived the idea of the special class, 
and a former missionary to the Orient, Max Pettit, 
who had united with the church, accepted the 
responsibility for teaching it. Careful nurturing 
of those with Moslem background helped them 
understand Christian teachings and church re- 
lationships, and on Monday following their bap- 
tism, when the five new Christians left for another 
training base, they were instructed in the matter of 
transferring their church membership. 

Every effort was made by the pastor and the 
Bible teacher to prepare the Iranian Christians 
for the return to the Moslem world, to their 
families and friends. 
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Laymen on Goodwill Tour of Mexico 


Fifty-one Southern Baptist men spent the last 
two weeks of March on a “businessmen’s good- 
will tour” of Mexico, under auspices of the Broth- 
erhood Commission of the Convention. They 
traveled by auto in three caravans originating at 
three different cities. 


Annual Handbook Goes to Press 


The Southern Baptist Handbook for 1956, now 
in the hands of the printer, reveals that South- 
ern Baptist churches are predominantly small 
churches. Of the 30,377 churches, 8,321 have 
fewer than 100 members. Only 1,329 have more 
than 1,000 members and 26,344 churches have 
less than half that number. 

In spite of a diminishing rural population, 
the number of rural churches in the Convention 
territory is increasing. During the past year, 
139 new “open country” churches were organized. 
While the urban population gained 15.1 per cent 
from 1950-54, Southern Baptist urban church mem- 
bership gained 27.0 per cent and Sunday school 
enrolment gained 38.9 per cent. 


A Fifty-Year Pastorate Celebrated 


The Rev. Dr. Howard King Williams has been 
pastor of the Alpha Baptist Church of Philadel- 
phia for fifty years. An eleven-day anniversary 
observance was launched with a dinner in Temple 
University’s Mitten Hall March 1 in honor of 
Dr. Williams. It was recalled that he established 
the first Vacation Bible school in Philadelphia, 
maintained the longest continuous religious radio 
program in the city (twenty years), and founded 
a Christian center which is combating juvenile 
delinquency in the area. Dr. V. Carney Hargroves 
gave the evening address. 


A total of 83 Baptist college students will be 
employed in mission work during summer vaca- 
tion, June-August, 1956. They will be dispersed 
as follows: 14 to Hawaii, 14 to Mexico, and one 
(a nurse) to Nigeria; 4 to Panama, 8 to Alaska, 
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16 to Arizona and associated states, 4 to Colorado 
and vicinity, 4 to Cuba, 4 to Indian-Americans, 6 
to Spanish-speaking Americans and 3 to French- 
speaking Americans. 


A dog racetrack has been refused a franchise 
by the Racing Commission of Arkansas. Baptist 
church women launched a prayer crusade against 
the opening of the track in West Memphis, Ar- 
kansas, and plan to urge legislation that would 
permanently outlaw pari-mutuel betting in the 
state. 


Only Korean Baptist Church in the United 
States has recently been organized in the nation’s 
capital and expects to join the District of Colum- 
bia Baptist Convention. It is estimated that some 
15,000 Koreans now live in the U.S.A. 


Home Life, monthly magazine of the Southern 
Baptist Convention, averaged a circulation of 
730,750 during 1955. In three years its circulation 
has increased 54 per cent, 


Jugoslav Baptist young people’s leader Franjo 
Klem arrived in the United States February 11 
for a two-months’ visit, studying the work of 
Baptist churches. Missionary John Allen Moore, 
now stationed at Zagreb, commends him to fellow 
Baptists as one who has made the journey entirely 
at his own expense and with considerable per- 
sonal sacrifice. 


The 1,200 overseas students attending college 
in Texas each year will have the ministry of 
a full-time youth worker. Miss Eunice Parker, 
graduate of Texas State College for Women, 
and a former member of the staff of the Baptist 
Seminary at Zurich, is the new leader employed 
“to help the students feel more at home and 
give them an interpretation of the very best in 
American life.” 


“God’s Groceryman,” Howard Butt of Texas, is 
holding evangelistic services April 1-15 for Middle 
Georgia in the city of Macon. On February 2, 
he was the main speaker at the Presidential break- 
fast given by International Christian Leadership 
at Washington, D. C. 





Monthly bulletin of the Baptist 
World Alliance published ten times a 
year at 1628 Sixteenth Street N. W., 
Washington 9, D. C., U.S.A. Subscription: 
$1.00 a year from the Washington office; 3 shil- 
lings 6 pence from the London office, 4 Southamp- 
ton Row, London, W.C. 1, England. Editorial 
staff: Arnold T. Ohrn, General Secretary; Robert 
S. Denny, Associate Secretary in Charge of Youth 
Work; Marjorie Moore Armstrong, Editorial 
Assistant. 


Keleased by Chinese Communists last Septen, 
ber, Missionary Levi A. Lovegren of the Consery. 
tive Baptist Mission Board reached the U.S, 
February 27. He was accompanied by his wif 
and daughter Mildred, Southern Baptist missionary 
to Hong Kong. The family had been reunited q 
Ajloun, Jordan, en route home, where the op, 
Medical Missionary August Lovegren of the South. 
ern Baptist mission, is stationed. 


World-renowned heart specialist, Dr. Pa 
Dudley White, who attended the President whe 
he was stricken, is a member of Dudley Stree 
Baptist Church, Roxbury, Massachusetts. Fo 
fifty years he has been related to that church, 
and has taught a Sunday school class. 


The three largest seminaries in the world ar 
maintained by the Southern Baptist Convention: 
Southwestern at Seminary Hill, Texas, with 1,47) 
students this year; Southern at Louisville, Ken. 
tucky, with 1,253; and New Orleans (Louisiana) 
Seminary, with 894. The combined enrolment of 
these three exceeds the total enrolment of the 
next seven largest seminaries. 


Baptist Training Union leaders, Dr. and Mr, 
J. E. Lambdin of the Baptist Sunday School Board, 
Nashville, Tennessee, visited western Cuba in 
March to conduct five meetings in the four prov: 
inces in which Southern Baptists work. They 
found that 76 of the 84 churches have Training 
Unions. 


A baptistry in a prison in Illinois was dedicated 
February 12, with Chaplain Silas Morgan o! 
Menard Penetentiary baptizing two inmates the 
first day. 


Kentucky state legislators, in the first of 4 
series of weekly fellowship breakfasts sponsored 
by the Temperance League of Kentucky, received 
a promise of daily prayer. Dr. Duke K. McCall. 
president of Southern Baptist Theological Semi- 
nary and of the National Temperance League, ad: 
dressed the governor and a hundred state official: 
and legislators. 


Annual Burma-Bucknell week end on Bucknell 
University campus at Lewisburg, Pennsylvania, 
was observed February 24-26, with Burmese Am- 
bassador U Win as honor guest. Also participat- 
ing in this event, sponsored for the eighth con- 
secutive year by the Christian Association of the 
University, was U Kyin Oo, Judson College grad: 
uate from Rangoon, now on the staff of the Voice 
of America in Washington, D. C. 


A prayer center of all people was dedicated 
February 17, the World Day of Prayer, by St. 
John’s Baptist Church, Philadelphia. The Rev. 
Anthony Vasquez invited 80 nations to contribute 
a flag each, and 52 flags had arrived by February 
20 to decorate the center. . 





